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HE W PTR: that 
ſo long continued among 


* "Proteſtant Diſſenters of 


Reflection and Tan 
neſs to Gd. 

Ir muſt therefore very ſenſibly afflict us to 
perceive any thing ariſing, that might threaten. 
an Interruption to ſo great a Bleſſing, but eſpe- 
cially from Differences about the moſt important 
Points of the com mon Faith of Chriſtians ; which 
A 2 int. 


the Three Denominations 


in City and Courery, hath 
afforded Matter of pleaſing 


* 
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ch 8 the n Caſe of thalg: at ' eter, 
but in their Progreſs and Conſequences (as is too 
Well known) have affected us in this City, and 
oblige us now to lay before the World a Juſt and 
faithful Account of theſe Matters, as carefu 
taken from Originals. c 
I x the Month of Auguſt, 1718. . were 
receiv'd from ſome eminent Miniſters near Exeter, 
complaining in the moſt moving Terms of the 
EKRevival and Growth of the Arian Not tions, and 
0 lamenting the Defection of ſome of the younger 
Miniſters into thoſe Errors. It was ſignify d that 
alter they had read. ſeveral late Books, according 
to the New Scheme, they promoted their Errors 
firſt. in private for ſome Time; that they had 
been too much countenane d by Others more 
conſiderable (who *twas hoped were not come in- 
to that Scheme themſelyes) and particularly by 
ſome of the Exerer Miniſters; that at a Meeting 
of Miniſters it was conſideted what Meaſures 
-Were fit to be taken to put à Stop to thoſe Er- 
rors: And that then they agreed to. be ſilent and 
| patient, hoping, that by. private and render Per- 
ſwaſion, ;thoſe that ere gone out of the Way of 
Truth, might be reduced; but they found that 
that Candor and Tenderneſs had been greatly 
abuſed, and that theſe Men tool Encouragement 
from it, to go about the Country to -propagate 
their Notions with great Zeal and Confidence; 


| Miling' the People * the Miniſters were of their 
5 1 ; | * Mind, 
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Mind, no Body oppos'd them, this Age was more 
refin'd, this Scheme carried in it generous and 
noble Principles: As if it would be the Glory of 
Mun Cunformity to end in Arianiſn. They gave 
it out that a great, if not the greater Part of the 
Loxpon Miniſters had given into the ſame Opini- 
on and would in a little Time declare themſelves.” 

Ir was further fi ignify d, with the utmoſt Con- 
cern, that by theſe Means ſome of the Vounger 
and Meaner of the People had taken the Liberty 
to treat ſome Parts of the Holy 'Scriptures- very 
irreverently ; that there was a very viſible Decay 
of ſerious MN” practical Religion ; and it Was 
found that the Arian Error had ſpread farther 
than was imagin d. Laymen now talk'd and 
diſputed about it in many Odious and Blaſphe- 
mous Phraſes; ſeveral of which are too ſhock- 
ing and ſcandalous to be mentio d. It was 
obſerv'd, that they had all the Arguments put 
into their Mouths, as muſt neceſſarily come 
from Men of Learning: A dying Perſon that 
was a Member of the Church of England, ſent 
for one of the Diſſenting Miniſters of Exon in 
Horror having been miſled into theſe «Notions. 
Nay, ſome Miniſters did ſce fit no longer to 
conceal themſelves. One was fo bold as to ſay, 
That Himſelf was an Arian, and hoped Arianiſm _ 
would be as extenſive as the Goſpel. Another, That he | 


ne ver did, '\nor ever would believe our Trinity. in Unity. 9 


A Miniſter at Exeter es on 1 nt v. 7. a great 
| | Out- 


os 6 3 
Outcrie was made againſt that Text. One ſaid 

toa Neighbour of his, that he had preach'd on a 
Place that was not Scripture. A few Days after 
this, a poor Woman came to that Miniſter and ex- 
preſs d great Concern and Sorrow, and ſaid ſhe 
knew nothow to come to the Lord's Table,for they 


told her that Chriſt vas not God, and that the text 


he preach d upon was not in the Bible : Anda Mi- 
niſter ſaid, That upon reading Dr. Clark he had given 
n up. Soon after this the controverſ! y began to open, 
and one or more began to make Proſelytes with this 
Motive, that the Majority of the Miniſters were of 


= their mind. One that had declar'd he was an Ari- 


a, was Ordain d in Somerſet near Bath, upon a Te- 
ſtimonial from three Miniſters in Exon, who fear d 


be could not have his Ordination by conſent of 


the Aſſembly there. Many young Candidates were 
found to come forth ſrom their Academical Studies 
with this Taint upon them; and others deceived 
thoſe that Ordain d them, appearing to be of 
theſe Notions ſoon after. Catechizing had been 
left off for ſeveral Years in ſome Congregations, 
and Children had been taught to ſay, they would 
not for the World repeat the Sixth Anſwer about 
tile Trinity, and many looſe and unſteddy People 


had been ſecretly practic'd upon in ſeveral Towns, 
as well as Exeter. A Miniſter complain'd that 


in a Town where he labours, Two eminent 
Members of his Congregation were carried away 
ro Arianiſm, and he fear d one of them to Deiſn. 


r urs great and awful Doctrine was become 
| me 


(7) 


the common Subject of Diſcourſe and Diſpute 
in Converſation, and ſome of the Diſſenters had 
been taxed even in the publick Market by thoſe 
of the eſtabliſn'd Way, with denying their 
' Church firſt, and their Saviour afterwards. 
Judge Price had ſpent moſt of his Charge at the 


Exeter Aſſizes againſt thoſe Errors, and own'd 
they had their Riſe from ſome Authors in the 


Church of England. An Arch-Deacon of Barnſ- 


taple openly charg'd one of the Exeter Miniſters . 
with Arianiſm in his ſpeech to the Clergy, and 
told them that moſt of that Miniſters Congrega- 


tion were turned Arians. And the Exeter Cler- / 


© gy warned their People from their Pulpits, to 
have nothing to do with the Diflenters, ſince 
they now came to deny the Lord that bought 
\ them, and made the Preſs to ſweat with their 
Blaſphemies. The Baptiſts had diſmiſſed their 
Miniſter upon this Account, at whoſe” Houſe 


ſome of the young Men and Candidates ſor the + 


+ Miniſtry uſed ro aſſemble, as was ſuppos d, to 
confer upon this Subject. All theſe things were re- 
lated as true Matters of Fact and we were referr d 
to ſeveral worthy Brethren in the Country and to 
the Citizens of Exeter for a Confirmation of them. 
T Is fad State of things caus'd a great Un- 
eaſineſs in abundance of ſerious People, ſo that 
the principal Members of the ſeveral unitęd Con- 
gregations meeting together, thought proper to 
depute fome of their Number to ſignify it as 
deir Joint Requeſt to all their Miniſters, en 
f F * 
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they would preach againſt theſe Errors. i 
what was done by ſome of them in Anſwer here- 
to, was ſo far from being ſatisfactory, that it 
increas d their Suſpicions; for inſtead of a clear 
open and ſtrenuous Oppoſition, they were ſo 
flight in their Diſcourſes upon theſe Points, and 
delivered themſelves in ſuch ambiguous Terms 
as gave ground to apprehend they were Friends 
and not Enemies to the Errors that were com- 
plain'd of. It was a Matter of further Grief 
and Complaint that one of thoſe Miniſters had 
alter'd his Doxology. at the End of his Prayers. 
- Another, viz.. Mr. Peirce, would never give glory 
to the Holy Spirit at all. And when he 
preach'd, had not for ſeveral Months ſuffer d 
the People to ſing (as was uſual in the eloſe of 
the Pſalm, to the Glory of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt ; but tho? ſuch a ſtrenuous 
Aſſerter of the Rights of the People, yet 
Himſelf debarr d them the Liberty of giving 
Glory to that Perſon. in the Godhead, whom 
they thought they were oblig'd by their Baptiſm 
to give Glory to; and this he did by Dire&i- 
on given in Writing to the Ga in the Face 
of the Congreg ation. 

Ix this melancholy Poſture of Airs we 
ade their Complaints to the. Neighbouring, 


Miniſters and earneſtly intreated them to appear 


againſt theſe dangerous Evils ; who, tho' they 
deeply lamented them, yet out of their great 
e and Tenderneſs i the Exeter Miniſters, 


and 


1 (9 


and from a Deſire. if poſſible to put a Stop to 
them in a private Way, were very loth to ſtep 
forth in a publick Manner againſt them; till at 
laſt being not only exceedingly preſs d, but ſharp- 
ly reprov'd as too remiſs in ſuch a Juncture, and ob- 
| ſerving to their great Grief, how theſe Errors 
gain d Ground apace by Jorbearance, they found 
Px og under the unhappy Neceſflity of break- 
ing Silence, and oblig d in Conſcience! Wan. 
openly. againſt them, $672 bf 

How VEIA that they. might do all Things 
with Chriſtian Deliberation and Care, they re- 
ſolved firſt to conſult their Brethren in other Coun- 
ties and Cities, and if they, ſhould: concur with 
them 1 in Opinion, they would Ac their ext 4 
ſembly of Miniſters make a publick Declaration a- 
gainſt ſuch dangerous Teners, and aſs th hold 
and propagate n 0 
. ACCORDINGLY theſe Mans were commu- 
"ricared to the Miniſters in the Neighbouring 
Country, and ſeveral Letters were ſent to LON 
Do N giving an Accoumt of their Circumſtances, 
and deſiring Advice before the Meeting of the 
Aſſembly. . The firſt of theſe Letters (tho diĩrect- 

ed to a private Brother, craving his Counſel in 
theſe Circumſtances for the Direction of the Per- 
ſon that wrote it) was thought to have Matters 
in it of ſuch an uncommon Nature, and.weighty 
Importance (beſides the Mention ir made of Re- 
980 that rhe L ON DON Miniſters favour'd | 

B Cs. theſe 


„ N 
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theſe Notions) as made it highly expedient, and 
even neceſſary to impart the Contents of it to o- 
thers. Whereupon ſeveral Miniſters were deſired 
to give a Meeting at Salters-Hal, and bring what 
others with them they met with, and accordingly 
a conſiderable Number of them came together, 
when the Letter was produc'd and read to them 
once and again; and it was agreed that the Re- 
verend Mr. Tong and Mr. Foxon ſhould draw up 
an Anſwer to it, and that on ſuch a Day there 
- _ ould be a more general Meeting to conſider of 
that Lotter, and determine what ſhould be done 
with it. Notice was given to the Miniſters of 
the three Denominations, and there were ſome 
of each Sort on the Day appointed. Mr. Tong 
t Mr. Foxon's Requeſt undertook to pen the 
Draught of it, and having ſhewn it to Mr. Fox- 
on before the Meeting, he was pleaſed to declare 
his Apyrobarion or ir. The Letter Was as fol- 
e | | | Ds 13a be 


0 4. Reverend Mr: Waise un, CY 


1 2 bee 5 7 R, 


HE N I had ſeriouſly weights the Con- 
| rents of your Letter, with which I am 
ere they appear d to me to be of that Na- 
ture and Importance, as to deſerve and even re- 
de the Peratat: of "rhe TY of our Brethren 
"08 


W 


625 We have met more chan een Mar- 

ter, and I am allow'd by them to aſſure y 5 

that we are very ſenſibly affected with the he 
count you give us of the revival and ſpreading: 


of ſuch dangerous Errors as are there mention d 


in your Parts of England, which have been diſ- 


tinguiſhed by ſo many Eminently Learned, and £ 


Godly Miniſters, and ſo many exemplary Chri- 
ſtians, who have not only been ſtrict Profeſſors of 
the purer a but ane Caen 
for; it. 


W g e Fa) we ne no erben of 


the breaking forth of the like Errors here, bur 
we know of none among us, - hitherto that have 
openly avowed them, and of but very Fu that 
own themſelves to be in ehe and menen a- 
Bent n 

Wx cannot think ourſelves enden to give 
advice to ſo judicious and numerous an Aſſembly 
as yours is known to be; eſpecially ſince we 
take it for granted, the Methods proper to be 
obſerv'd, will naturally ariſe from Facts and Cir - 


cumſtances that can _ Ny ws to thoſe thar aro | 


upon the Spot. 
Bur the general Rules dy. which we- think 


we. ought to govern ourſelves, if ever we ſhould 


be called to that an 1 _— are ſuch as 
theſe. 23-343 #Þ-1 


RY Nor. to ſuſpect any among: us to be in- 


1 


fected with theſe Errors, unleſs we have good: 


x -* | Ground 


F 


} 


Cr). 
Groubd for it, . Chavity thinketh n, 


Euil. | 
pe Notr to "As ha or halts awe: choſe that 


are doubtful and ee but to give them Time 
and what Aſſiſtance we can for their better In- 

formation and Eſtabliſhment, 2 Tim, ii. 3. Gentle 

to all Men, apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs F u. 


Jo that oppoſe themſelves, & e. 
Lex. to repreſent to them faichfully amd 


Erioully the great Danger of denying/the proper 
Godhead of Chriſt and of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
malignant Influence it mult have into the very 
Vitals of the Chriſtian State and pe" Error 
will eat as a Canker, , 2 Tim, ii, 17. 70 
4. To let them plainiy e that we cannot 
without ſinning againſt our Conſciences recom- 
mend any to the Office of the Miniſtry by Ordi- 
| nation, or any other ſolemn; Act of ours, who. are 
wn to maintain ſo great an Error, 1 Tim. v. 
22, Lan Hands ſuddenly on as Mun, neither be thou 
Partaker, of, ather Meus Sins; keep thyſelf pure. 
13, TBar if any already in the Miniſtry ſhall | 
fall into that pernicious Error, and perſiſt in it, and 
teach Men ſo, it will become our Duty, as we 
have Opportunity, to warn People of them, Prov. 
xix. 27. Ceaſe, my Son, to hear the n that 
eauſeth'to-err from the May of. Underftanding. ; | 
Ir theſe Rules meet with your eee we 
ſhall rejoice in it, and hope our Harmony herein 
1 00 5 * Service to * Intereſts of Truth 
and 


DJ 


8 


4 n TR, _ of ad 8 * * - 9 ah 2 * * 8 * . 4 Te - * e I" — , * 
* , F N x = 7 2 ” * - y 
-_ c 4 * f 2 

* > K 
- 1 1 , 
"hg \ 
, { 
3 8 * : 
6 \ * * — 
— . ; * * A 
: , A k 


and Peace; if in any Thing they appear do the 

deficient or redundant, we ſhall gladly receive your 
| Obſervations upon them, and earneſtly pray that 
the Allui ſe God wilt graciouſly” meet your venera- 
ble Aſenbly, and direct all yo, tuen, to 
his An 40 be nt 


This Letter was alſo figned by Mr. Robinſon as 
Moderator, Auguſt 25. 1718. at Salters-Hall, 


by the unanimous Conſeut of thoſe that were pre- 
Er = e the following, 0 


NK w 


N N 

POSTSCRIPT. ry 

\ * _— 11/7 
meth br n 
WW + 


T was with great Reluctancy, * 1 
into the Chair upon ſo great an Occaſſont Bur 
I did with à great. deal of Pleaſure: receive the 
Direction of the Brethren to aſſure yqu, that · the 
Letter our Horthy.: Brother has wrote to vo 
bove, was communicated to us; and does riow 
come to you as Our ananimous and agraed Senſe, In 
the midſt of all our Fear I cannot but look upon 
this as an happy Preſage, that ſo many Brethren as 
Vere together upon this Occaſion, broke up with 
ſo cool, ſo chriſtian, and truly Catholick a Temper, 
as did appear among us. The good Lord direct 
both you and us at once into the * of Truth, 
and 


OR 
and the Way that may effectually preſerve the 
eee eee Tam. 15 


Reverend and Dear ST R, 
Dur very affettionate Servant 
And Brother, 


. 
* * 


. Roningox.. 


ö 


| Miniſters proſe. h 
Mr. Benjamin Oy Moderator. : 


Mr. Torimer, „„ Bennet, 
- Mr. Jer. Smith, Mr. Hil.” 

Mr. Foxon, Mr. oo od, 

Mr. Nesbite, Mr. Cumming, 
Mr. 4, | | Eva _— 
Mr. Aſt) e e 
Mr. Lewis, wm xa 
Mr. Mitchel, _ Mr. Hartley, e 


I all twenty five; not one of them oppord 
ek eee , ga 
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*ProcteDINGs of the Seba at ExeTEs. 


THE Diſſenting Miniſters i in the. Vaſtern parts 125 


.of England are us d to aſſemble twice in the Year, 
in order to underſtand the State of their Congrega- 
tions, and the better to concert Meaſures for ſurthe- 
ring the great Ends of Religion and their Miniſtry- 
Ar their Meeting, which was on the ꝗth, 
_.xoth, and 11th of September laſt 1718, this Matter 


Was open d and a Debate aroſe about theſe grand 


Points. Thoſe who inclined to favour, the New 
Scheme were very averſe to have it rouch'd by any 
Afently at all, and much Struggle there was a- 
gainſt it; and there were ſome, who out of a 
ſtrange Fondneſs for an unlimited Liberty of Opi- 


nion, (as if the Aſſembly muſt never meddle with 


Matters of Doctrine) joined with them. 
A TER a long and warm Debate it was agreed 


own Words, viv4 voce. Several deliver'd their 

Confeſſions entirely in Scripture-Terms, without de- 

claring their Senſe and Conſtructions of them. 
Others, and thoſe the moſt, freely declar'd their 
Sentiments in their um Terms. After which it 
was moved, that the general Senſe of the Confeſ- 
ſions there Sage, appear d to amount to this Ar- 


ticle: That there is but One Living and True GOD, 
and that the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt are that 


One GOD. This, after much Struggle, was put 
to the Vote again, and was carried to be the col- 


lected Senſe of a great Majority, and accordingly 


was enter d as a Minute. | ArrkER 


MS 


to make a Declaration of - Faith, every one in his 


\ 


— * * 7 * 4 5 : - 5 „ 5 
. , - - 
a 
% 
* 
: Ti 


Ar TRA this, two Sermons were preach'd,, one 
5 en the We dueſday before the Aﬀenbhy, the other on 
the Mowing following, accord ing to Cuſtom, upon | 
which folow'd a great Ferment in the City. It 
\ us oblerv'd, thar all the Elder Miniſters to a 
very few, were zealous in their Votes and Speeches 
ſor the Common Faith ; ſo that the Weight, as well 
as Number, went that Way. Molt of the graver 
Miniſters agreed, that in Conſcience they could 
delay no longer giving their Teſtimony againſt 
theſe growing Errors, and were aftaid they had 
neglected it tos long; for they that favour'd the 
_ "new Opinion were der en was imagin'd they 
Would have been, to the Aſtoniſniment of the reſt: 
And ir was found that many, too 1 of the 
joting Men had been carried away: 
Soon after this, ſeveral Puniphllers came bat 
betting che new Error. Such as the Innocent 
"vindicated, in Which are ſeveral very bold and 
c Aſſertions-. As Pag. 5. The Lord Je- 
is the Chief of all ſubordinate Pagyers and the 
Printe of the Kings of the Earth, and above the 
greateſt Angels ; Tet eden in the higheſt Character, aud 
mt exalted Deſcription of our Saviour, of 'bis Honour 
"Kiugdom, and Dignity, tis always repreſented as de- 
rived from, and granted byGOD the Father. Pag. 6. 
Tho GOD made the Worlds by him, He has — 
G0 above him. Pag. 7. He neuer propoſed bim- 
EF equal to bis Father, ibid. I and my Father are 
One. *Tis wenn 10 n this, One in Sub- 
13 fauce 
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5 as they do, and wherein he himſelf who made th 


a 5. 

— in Power aud Gliry. Pag. 8. There are 
Three that bear Record, c. This is meant any 
| of a Oneneſs in Teſtimony. Pag. 9. Sometimes they 
readily alqw but One GOD, aud in the ſame Breath 


deny it by aſſerting three Perſous in the Godhead. This 
Book was very induſtriouſſy ſpread about the 
County, and ſent into others, and propagated all 
the Ways poſſible, by thruſting them under Shop- 
Doors in the Night, where they could not be ad- 
mitted by Day, to poy{on young Apprentices and 
Seryants ; clapt into poor ignorant People's Hands 
in the Market Un IRE in Liexrers. far = 

near. 

aaa; was mate ; in LONDON . 
way of Letter to A Difſenter at Exeter; the Whole 
of which is upon Anti- Trinitarian Principles, and 
as a Taſte of which, we ſhall only cite the ſol - 
lowing Paſſages from Pag. 15. where he males the 
Condeſcenſion of WORD whom he ſtyles the 
Power and Wiſdom of GO) to lie in his, being di- 


veſted of theſe Perſectious for a Time, and in putting 


himſelf into the Condition of poor mortal Men, 


wherein he was to learn and increaſe. in Wiſdom 


Worlds ſhould have no Power to do any Thing, 


and ſhould need the Spirit of God to work his 


Miracles, and the Aſſiſtance of Angels to comfort 


him. And Pag. 21. He ſays, that the Scriptures 
evidently lead us to nn his nn from 
Meck ee A oat ole. 4 
as Cc | Ano- 


— 


0.890 


A NOTHER in Anſwer to the Rev. Mr. Trofſe's | 
Mes where are many ſhocking Expreſſions 
not fit to be tranſcribd. The Author ſays: Tis 
by Chriſt as the Medium and Inſtrument only, that 
all Things are form'd under GOD. He denies in a 
blaſphemous Manner, the infinite Perfectiors of 
GOD to belong to Chriſt, and utterly renounces 
the proper Deity of the Holy Ghoſt. L This is the 
Author that appear'd to Mr. Eveleigh to have no 
Reverence for the Scriptures, and Mr. Pierce in his 
Anfwer to Mr. Eveleigh, that it will be time 
enough for him to ſuppoſe he had no Reputation to 
boſe, when any of his own Works hall have prov'd 
him capable of writing as Ka vr as that Fe 3 


contains.” 


Tur dppcifins Party 0 now in niogen War 
againſt the Truth, and laid aſide all Shyneſs and 
Modeſty in their Oppoſition, ſtriving with all their 
Might to puſh their new Scheme as far as it would 
go, che ſuſpected Miniſters all this while keeping 
Silenee, or at leaſt refraining to make ſuch an open 
Oppoſition to theſe Practices, as their People had 
Reaſon to expect. Theſe Things could not but 
further alarm and increaſe the Concern of ſerious | 
W ii $557709 n 

I theſe —— Were was a : Meeting 
of the four Miniſters with thoſe Citizens, Who are 
the chief that manage the Concerns of the United 
Congregations, where there was a warm Diſpute, 


but 7 Satisfaction n Mr. Pierce being a5k'd 
about 


— 


Tan 


about the Aſſembly? s Catechiſm, he wav'd EY 


ing it to the Children; own d the Subordination of 


the Son to the F ather ; vehemently urg'd againſt 


the Doxologies uſed, = ask'd where they found _ 
in Scripture, that the Holy Ghoſt was call'd GOD, _ 


or Glory aſcribed to kin! And therefore deſir d 


to be excus'd from it. Mr. Lavington having ſaid. 


to Mr. Pierce, that if the higheſt Nature of Chriſt 
was included under the Term Son, and not the 
Term Father in 1 Cor. xv: 24. that then he muſt 
make ſuch a GOD of Chriſt, as after the Day of 
= Judgment mult put down all Rule, Authority, and 
Power, to which Mr. Pierce reply'd, he could 
not help it if Scripture made him ſo. When the 
were ask'd about the Arian Pamphlet lately pub- 
liſh'd, wherein the Holy Trinity was declar'd in- 
conſiſtent and a Contradiction ; they  reply'd » 
they had not read it. When they were told 
how much the Sentiments of the LO N DON 
MNiniſters differ'd 8 from theirs in this Article 
Nr. Hallet reply d, not all the LONDON Mini- 
5 
As OUr this Time a Miniſter in the Neigh- 7 
bourhood, who had been uſeful there for Ten 
Years; but was now obſtinate in thisError,was very 
_ unanimouſly diſcharg'd by his Congregation. He 
told his People at Parting, that if they depended _ 
upon the Bible as it was now tranſlated, they 
would build upon a Saad) Foundation, and that 
W | - \hee 


- * # 


7 
. Fa 8 the Aſſemblies Catechifin theſe two 3 
Years paſt againſt his Conſcience. . 2 
Mar rEAsõ being at this Paſs, the Minds J 
of ſerious People were fill'd with great Perplexi- _ 
ty, neither knew they what to do under ſuch. a 
difficult Juncture, but thought proper at length & 
to ſend the following Letter directed to Mr. 
Benjamin Robinſon, Mr. Tong, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. - 
Smith, Dr. Calamy, and the Reſt of the Brethren, 
| who addreſſed the Letter for the Aſſembly at 
| r 26th of Auguſt laſt, | 


Ex o Nov. 22. 2718. | 


e Sirs, | 


E thankfully own. the Concern 2 Rea. 
dineſs our Neigbouring Miniſters have 
ſhown for us, in repreſenting to you the Danger 
our common Faith has been expos'd to by the 
- ſecret Methods that have been carried on in this 
City and Neighbourhood, to propagate, the Arian 
| Notions: As alſo your kind Letter in Anſwer, 
ſ ' = -- "gig with us under ſuch heavy Circum- 

nces. 

WZ had great 3 that the EE IM and | 
ſeaſonable Declaration of our Aſſembiy, held in 


this. a in nn would have put a Stop 
| to 


9 4 
E 
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to their G and 1 eber of thoſe 

Laymen, who had been drawn in with too much 
Warmth and Zeal to paſs thoſe Sentiments upon 
their Neighbours ; but with great Sorrow of 
- Heart we daily ſee the bold Advances theſe No- 
tions make, and that they eat like a Canker. 
| We have with due Reſpects earneſtly pray d 

our Miniſters, that they would appear in the 
the Breach by their publick declaring in Concur- 
rence with our Aſſembly the Profeſſion of their 
Faith in the TRINI I yr, endeavour to put "2 
Stop to thoſe dangerous Opinions as we conceive = 
them to be, we requeſted them either to declare 
in the Senſe of the ſaid Aſſembly, viz. That there 
is but one GOD, and that the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, are that GoD; or in the Words 


of the Weſtminſter 4ſſemblyof Divines, in Anſwer 


to the Sixth Queſtion of the leſſer Catechiſm, 
which they commonly taught; Or in the Words 
of the Pirſt Article of the Church of England, 
concerning the Trinity, which they had already. 
ſigned to and approved of: But we had no Satis- 
faction to either of-the ſaid Propoſals from three 
of our four Miniſters ; but inſtead thereof one of 
them expreſsly declared for a Subordination. 
O vx Societies here, who formerly enjoy'd an 
agreeable Harmony in the Profeſſion of their 
Faith, are now thrown into the utmoſt Diſtrac- 


tion and Perplexity : Nor know we what Steps 
; to 


029 


to take. Deſirous we are to contribute all that 
lies in our Power to preſerve the Peace of the 
Church, ſo far as the Truth of the Goſpel may 


be maintain d; but it would be grievous to us, 
it ſo great and neceſſary a Point of Faith ſhould 


ſaffer by our being wanting to our Duty. 


TxRETORE Rev. Sirs, fince you have ſo oath: 
ly ard kindly, 5 already intereſted yourſelves in 
this weighty Affair, by communicating your Sen- 
timents to the Miniſters; ſo we with all Humi- 
lity requeſt you will adviſe what becomes us as 
private Chriſtians to do, and how we ought to 
| behave our ſetves in fo critical a Juncture. We 


deſire to carry it with the utmoſt Reſpect and 


Deference as hitherto we have done to our Mi- 
nilters, and look upon it as a very great Afflicti- 
on on us, that we are neceſſitated to make this 
5 Addreſs to you on this ſad Occaſion. 

I' RRE Favour of your Anſwer, would greatly 
oblige us the Committee, who have the Care of the 
Coilections for our four united Miniſters, who 
unanimouſly Subſcribe this, and are 


- Reverend Sos, Fa 
7 Obliged and Obedient Serva, nes. 


F of 


Who were 


Mr. "we White, Mr. Benjamin Br inley, 
Mr: Samuel Munch, - Me. Francis Lydſton, 


Mr. Henry 


y kh, am a—_ amd. 


Tt 23). 


Mr. Anthony Vitary, = Mr. Henry . og 


Mr. John Stephens, Mr. Thomas Je * 
Mr. Edmond Coch, Mr. John Vowler 
| Mr. Mark Burridg, -- ; John Pym, 


- Arras this Letter; 15 repeated their W 
154 carneſtly preſs d for an Anſwer, - expreſſing 
their Wonder and Concern they had receiv'd 
none, being grieved at our Backwardnefs.-. Some 
of the Brethren to whom this Letter was particu- 
larly directed, had at various Times Diſcourſes 
about this Matter, and found it attended with 
no ſmall Difficulties. One of them ſignify'd to 
a Worthy Miniſter in that Neighbourhood, that 


it would be extreamly difficult for us to inter- 


meddle in this Affair. [We could not be thought 
to be competent Hee of the Grounds of the 
Peoples Diſſatisfackion. If they were only Ne- 
gative not 'Poſtttve, it would look very hard. 

We could not focal ſrom” our own Knowledge. 

We could not expect the Miniſters concern'd, . 

ſhould admit of our Arbitration, or would give 
us any Account of their Sentiments. Surely this 
would lie before the Aſſembly at irs next Meet- 
ing in thoſe Parts} To this it was return d that 
they in the Country were not a little concerui d 
to find by that Brother's Letter, that we were loth 


to interpoſe i in their Affair, and that we ſeem d 


to refer them to their next Aſſembly. But alas 


ay were in Og of being breken and undone befor 
that 


} 


1 1 24 5. 

that Day come, and A e every 
Day And it was fear d that if we ſhould huſn 
this matter up in Silence, it would give very 
great ment to this growing Sect, and 
if nothing were done, the other Side would be 
much diſcourag d who are an excellent Sett of 
People. Thus they became importunate like Per- 
2 in Diſtreſs, and by repeated Letters from 
one and another, they call d upon us for Help. 

Dvxins this Time the five Miniſters to 
whom the Letter aboye from the Exeter Gentle- 
men was directed by Name, were prevented 


a together for. ſome Weeks, through 
iſpofition of one of them, and thereby 


hinder'd from coming to a joint and determinate 
Reſolution. But upon the continued and preſ- 
ſing Importunity of the People and that Brothers 
Recovery, they all met and agreed upon the fol- 
8 * et to Me. Vowker. 7 


j * 


Londen Jn eb, wie. 
Gentlemen, 


r been in your wie 

Affair at Exeter, has not proceeded. from 
any Want of due Concern for you, or for the 
Support and Intereſt of what we, as well as you, 
look upon to be the common Faith at firſt deli- 


RO. to the Saints: ene * us who. writes | 
this, 


4 


— 
* 
8 — 
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| i W whole Month of December 
been diſabled to meet his Brethren, or . 
as to go into his own Pulpit, + 
AND now we are All together, We are "Sieatly 
at a loſs, the Caſe being what never once was 
brought before us till now. We are apprehen- 


five what ſort of Reflections will be thrown up- 
on us, if we ſhould interpoſe with our Advices 


where a Number of Miniſters almoſt equal to 
ours is concerr'd: Befides, that we are at ſo 
great a Diſtance, and that you are ere long to 

have a numerous Aſſembly of Miniſtets (that are 
your Neighbours) and Conſtquently ch Foes 


fit to enter into this Affair than we. , 
Ir has always been thought fir, that hag 


there are miſunderſtandin gs between Miniſters 
and People, neighbouring Miniſters ſhould have 
the firſt Hearing of the Caſe, and uſe their ut= 
moſt Endeavours to bring it to the moſt deſira- 
ble Iſſue: And it is not thou ght Proper, . that 
we ſhould interpoſe, at lealt till we ſee it furs 
ther neceſſary. . * 

We beg, — this may not by ON be ih! 
interpreted as if we hereby were deſerting che 
Cauſe of our common Chriſtianity or would 
diſcourage you from appearing for it. We are 
only afraid to go beyond the Bounds of Order, 

* do, what by 1 oberg 2 Rules 

D may 


'C 26 
may do * inflead of Lene, Wa ae 
Win great * / _ £46 041d 


* 
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ops Tour very fee. Faithful Servants. 
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Edam. Sa, ö B. Rolinfn, ni 
Jere. Smith, ' 8:5... BB, — : „„ 
e Tong. } = . n 
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+ al . lh the ſame Time alſo) we were 1 
both by Letters and perſonal Application of the 


miſerable Condition and ſad Perplexity, to which 


the Congregaticns of Exeter were reduc'd, how 
much. they needed Advice, and how earneſtly 
they deſir d it from thoſe Miniſters to whom they 
had addreſs d their Letter. This was repreſented 
in moving Terms, and not without ſome mixtures 


of Complaint againſt us. To all which it was reply d, 


that after the Brethren in the Country had done ' 
what was fit to be done firſt on their Part; it was 
to be liop'd we ſhould not be wanting in any Thing 
chat would then appear to be our Duty, or it 
ve were, that mie then expoſe us to their 
Blame. 17 


W 


Soo N after this we ga that the Gen 
temen app! y'd themſelves to ſome of the Elder 
| Miniſters in their Neighbourkood to the Num- 
ber of ſeven, who upon their Deſire met in that 
City, 251 after carey Fray er to Gov, and hear- 


ing 
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ing what they 1ad to mT in Relation to their 
| Miniſters, they took ſeveral Hours Conſiderati- 
on and Debate to come to the Three Reſoluti- 
ons underneath, and which they did not think fit 

to deliver preſently to the Gentlemen, but deſix d 
they might have a For:nights Time allow d them 
to ſend to LONDON, and other Miniſters in 
S mer ſet, as likewiſe to ſeveral of their own Coun- 
ty. Accordingly they wrote to us, praying that 
the five Brethren who ſubſcrib*d the Letter that 
was ſent to the Gentlemen, the Committee, for 
managing the Concerns of the united Congrega - 
tions at Exeter, would together with any other 
they ſuw fit, give their Opinion concerning theſe 


Propoſitions and Subſcribe them if they were ap- 
prov'd, and if not to acquaint them with their 
1 Which were as follow. | 
A PH AT there are ſome Errors in Dosis 
which are a "ſufficient Ground for the People #9 
withdraw From their ws it Sogn, fuch Er- 
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2. THAT the denying abe true a proper 
Divinity 'of the” Son of G O D, viz. That he is. 
one GO D with the Father, is an Error of that 
Nature; contrary to the Holy S. riptures, and com- 
mon Fuith of the reformed Churches, + br 

1 T when fo dangerous an Error is in- 
duſiri.ufly propagated, to the cverthrouing of ; the 
Faith of many, we think it the indiſpeufible Du- 


7 f Miniſters, who are Jer for the Defence «f 
| D 2 RE. 
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OM Goſpel, rarnefily to withſtand 1; and 0 give 

reuaſonable ' Satisfaflion to their People of their 
Sundueſi in the Faith." And we likewiſe re- 
- commend' to the People, as their Duty ; to hold 


Faſt the T1 zuth in Love ; 'avoiding Anger, ee 
and Evil ſpeaking, and to behave themſelves with 


all Sincerity. and Meekntſs 'as | becometh Chriſfti- 
To theſe it was deſir d, that if we did not 
think fit to Subſcribe, we would ſignify our Con- 
ſent with them. Accordingly one of the five 
Brethren ſignify d by Letter our hearty Approba- 
tion of theſe three Propoſitions. However, advi- 
ſing to proceed cautiouſly: and give Time to the 
Brethren to conſider and alter their Notions. By 
wiy'of Return to this, they let us know again, 
that they ſpent. Hours and Days, before they 
came to fix in the three Propolitions, | and hop'd: 
they ſhould ever proceed with the like Delibe- 
ration. That their Hearts were ready to break 
under the Neceſſity of what they had done. 
And after all that they muſt leave it to the Peo- 
ple to make the Application; and purpoſed to 
exhort them, to proceed with the greateſt Tem- 
per, Caution and Deliberation. Nothing was 
done till a Month after this, and then the ſeven 
Miniſters only deliver'd. in the three Propoſitions 
to the thirteen Gentlemen, leaving it to them to 
proceed with their own Miniſters. It was far- 
* ſignify d that Mr. had been very 


plain 


0. plain in declaring to the 13 Gentlemen for dhe 
Subordination. or Inferiority of Chriſt to the F a- 
ther, diſputing much upon the Subject with a 
Miniſter i in their Preſence to their great Diſſatis- 
faction. And. he will never give Glory to the, 
Holy Spirit, or { uffer the People to do i it, when 
be preaches : That they ſhould meet again very 
ſoon at Exeter, and then would be ſure to take 
the Advice given. into their. deepeſt and calm- 
eſt Conſideration: | Bur we could ſcarce be ſenſi- 
ble how. uneaſy. the People were, and, afraid to 
come, to the Communion, and had no Sai gacti- 
on in their publick Worſhip. And all the nu 
merous Congregations around that City were 
in great Danger. And young Miniſters and gid- 
dy People were ready to run into theſe Errors un. 
der the ſhaddow of thoſe Elder Miniſters. , They 
profeſo d themſelves, loth, very loth to A with 
them, and therefore they try'd. their utmoſt Skill 
vith them in private; but on the other Hand 
they were loth to have their People poiſon d at 


the very Roct of their Chriſtianity, and their F aith | 


made void. 

WriLlsr Matters were in this Agitation, 
Some Gentlemen of LoxD» 0x, brought in a Pa- 
per of Advices to the Committee of the three De- 


nominations. The Account of which, and the 
Proceedings afterwards at Saſters Hall, will be 


the Subject of the Second Part of this Narrative. 
Waraar 
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Wu ar ve bare thik fir publiſh'd, we hope Will 
ſatisfy the World, at leaſt tne impartial and ſober 
Part of Mankind, that the Miniſters in the Country 
have been far from acting a raſh: Part in this Af. 


fair; and that we in London have not animated and 


exaſperated our Brerbren there, nor acted by an y 


ſuch Concert with them as ſome have groundlefly ſug- 
geſted, nor puſh'd Things on to thoſe Extremities 


they have come to, whica is an Ajperfion, that has 
been but too induſtriouſly, tho very wrongfully, 
caſt upon us; ard this may (for the preſcnt at 
leaf) ſuffice for an Anſwer to a very extraordinary 
Queſtion, in rhe Reply to the Jubſeribing an 
1 9 &c. „ 
N. B. Sou of the aſphemous E preſets referr'd 
to in pag. 3. were ſuch as theſe. One was heard 
to ſay, That Chriſt was a GOD, and ſo was King 


. GEORGE. Another, T hat the Huy Gh ſt was no 
60D at al; belides, other Blaſphemies daily 
 broach'd in common Converſation, with yet more 


oy a not fit to be inſerted. 
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| "Advertiſement, © 
WItasas Die by Miſtake bare Jad 285 
| that the Buok entitled, The Doctrine of the 
Bleſſed Trinity ſtated and defended, was compos d 
and publiſtrd witty a Special Reference to the late 


4 % 8 do's 


unhappy Differences at Fulfer Hal, and the fame is 


not only inſinuated in divers Pa ſages of a printed 
Letter directed to us by a Lay-Gentleman, particu- 

- larlyin p. 1. J. 1 f. and p. 0 to 56, &c. But ſtrongly 

charg'd in the Poſtſcript to the Letter to Mr Robinſon. 


We take this Opportunity to ſignify, that the ſaid = 


Book was compos d without any Relation to that me- 
lancholy Aﬀair, and tone far in the Preſs before the 
very firſt Meeting at Salters-H about that Mat- 


ter: Yet would we not by this be underſtood in 


the leaft- to diſapprove the Part we afterwards 
had in ſubſcribing, upon ſo juſt a Call, the Scripture- 
Doctrine, we * . d to defend. 5 | 


WW. Tong — 
Beni. R. Ene, 
„„ Fer. JSneth; 

Rt Ti ho. Reynolds. | 


(32) 


There is 4 Diſcourſe of the Dottrine of the Bleſſed] 
„ Trinity by the Rev. Mr. Eveliegh, of which the ſe⸗ 
cond Edition is going to the Preſs, and which u 
Judg'd will give the Impartial Reader, different Appre- 
Henſions 0 F the Abilities of- that IPorthy y Miniſter, frond 
what Mrs Peirce has endeauoar'g zo 2 = 
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